
Appendix A

Pictures and Information Related to 
Unauthorized Camping

In the City of Seattle



Chronic Camping Locations

• WSDOT properties
– Downtown exits

– Chinatown/ID exits

– 45th/50th/85th/145th exits

– Greenbelt

– I-90/Rainier Ave S

• SODO area
– Airport Way S

-- Spokane St

-- Colorado Ave

-- I-5 East Duwamish Greenbelt

• Ballard area
– Ballard Locks

– Lower Ballard

– Ballard Commons Park

• North end
– University District

– Ravenna Park

– Aurora Ave

– Licton Springs Park

• Downtown
– Waterfront

– Chinatown/ID

– Convention Center

– Eastlake



Chinatown/International District
At S. King and S. Jackson

Elderly Asian immigrant population waiting in line 
to access food bank next to unauthorized 
encampment with significant accumulation of 
needles, refuse, biohazard, and criminal incidents



Wing Luke Museum 
almost closed 
permanently in July 
2016 because of 
crime and drug 
dealing associated 
with King Street 
encampments



Magnolia Bridge



Clean-up at Magnolia Bridge



Encampments in Dangerous 
Locations Above I-5











Freeway Park



Ballard Locks



Sidewalks and
Streets



SODO



Gas Works Park



Ballard Commons Park



Parks



Fire Hazards



Chopped Bicycles



Hypodermic
Needles



WSDOT 

City Property

• Over 350 unauthorized 
camping sites in the City 
limits listed in official 
database (SERIS).

• A large number of sites 
are in WSDOT 
jurisdiction.

• Sites are present in 
many neighborhoods 
and affect many 
different departments 
and public purposes 
(Parks, Transportation)

Current Camping 
Sites



Increased 
Camping

• The number of encampment sites 
reported has increased steadily 
since 2013.

• Encampment cleanup efforts have 
increased modestly.

• The number of active sites has 
increased dramatically.
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Active Encampments and Encampment Cleanups
(as recorded in SERIS database)

Cleanups New Reports Active Encampments

2013 2014 2015 2016 (estimated using data as of 6/30/16)

306 672 1,371 3,046

CSB General Inquiry Unauthorized Camping - 2013 - 2016



Geography of Complaints



Sample of Over 1,500 Complaints Received



Current 
Protocols
• Multi-department 

Administrative Rule 
(MDAR) created 
under Nickels 
administration in 
2008

• Standardizes the 
approach to 
unauthorized 
camping across City 
departments

• WSDOT has aligned its 
practices in Seattle to 
the MDAR

• Administrations have 
added restrictions to 
MDAR to reduce harm 
caused by cleanups



MDOT
Multi-department Outreach Team  
created under Murray’s 
administration in 2016

• This team goes beyond the MDAR to:
• Provide the possibility of storage at every clean-up site
• Provide Outreach services at every clean-up site
• Provide clear postings of date, and day of scheduled 

clean-up for every MDOT scheduled event.


