
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

February 18, 2016 
 
VIA EMAIL AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 
Susie Parker  
Court Administrator 
Lewis County Superior Court 
Law & Justice Center, 4th Floor 
345 West Main Street 
Chehalis WA 98532 
Susie.Parker@lewiscountywa.gov 
 
Guardian ad litem Complaint: Thomas Deutsch’s failure of evaluate the fitness of 
the proposed guardian, provide necessary information to the court, and maintain 
records supporting recommendations and conclusions in case number 09-4-
00190-7 
 
Dear Ms. Parker: 
 
Jessy Hamilton died. He was found floating dead in the Chehalis River on May 30, 
2015.  His death was covered by local newspaper and television.1  Jessy had a 
developmental disability and he died after several people with legal and moral duties to 
protect him failed to ensure he received the help he needed. The first person to fail 
Jessy was the guardian ad litem appointed several years ago to assess whether he 
needed a guardian and whether the proposed guardian was suitable.  Nothing done 
now can bring Jessy back, but ensuring those who failed him are properly sanctioned 
may help send a message to them and others with similar duties that it is not sufficient 
to merely go through the motions. Those with fiduciary duties must fully execute their 
duties with the highest of care lest the vulnerable among us continue to pay with their 
lives for the mistakes and shortcomings of the professionals charged with protecting 
them.  
 
Thomas Deutsch was appointed by the court to act as guardian ad litem for Jessy 
Hamilton in case number 09-4-00190-7.  Mr. Deutsch’s duties, among others, were to 
assess Jessy Hamilton’s mental state to advise whether a guardian was necessary, to 
evaluate the proposed guardian, and to advise the court on what was best for Jessy 
Hamilton.  Mr. Deutsch was then required to submit a report to the court detailing his 
findings and recommendations.   

                                                 
1 See e.g. Natalie Johnson, Jail and a Restraining Order: The Last Days of an Autistic Centralian, The 
Chronical (June 12, 2015) http://www.chronline.com/crime/jail-and-a-restraining-order-the-last-days-of-
an/article_927352ac-1199-11e5-acc6-c3b9a4868a61.html; Tracey Vedder, No Safe Haven; “The system 
couldn’t have failed Jessy more,” KOMO 4 TV (November 2, 2015) http://komonews.com/news/komo-4-
investigators/no-safe-haven-the-system-couldnt-have-failed-jessy-more. 
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